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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  All Parties seeking to Commemorate the 50
th
 Anniversary of the Vietnam War 

   

 

FROM:  Ilario G. Pantano 

  Director, North Carolina Division of Veterans Affairs 

 

SUBJECT:   Organizing Vietnam War Commemoration Events throughout North Carolina 

 

North Carolina is home to 800,000 veterans who have borne a particularly heavy 

burden in ensuring our country’s freedom.  While our nation has become more attuned 

to the challenges our veterans face, there is still one cadre of hero that did not receive 

the recognition or support they deserve: veterans of the Vietnam War.  

 

50 years after the start of the Vietnam War, we have a chance to do better, and we will.  

North Carolina is home to 254,000 Vietnam-Era veterans and we want to embrace 

them and their family members like never before.  The pages that follow detail how 

individual communities and organizations throughout the state can become part of the 

commemorative process and bring the respect, healing and honor home to our vets and 

their families.  

 

WHAT is the Commemorative Partner Program and HOW to become a Commemorative Partner is explained 

below according to the website: http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/  

 

I encourage you to visit this website and share the history and materials available. 

 

All types of organizations like Small Businesses, County or City Offices, Veteran Services, Schools, museums, 

libraries, nursing homes, and of course Posts or Chapters of the VFW, VVA, DAV and the American Legion, etc. 

can participate and receive the commemorative materials.  

 

There is NO COST to participate in this program. Posters, timelines, stickers and buttons are provided free of 

charge by the Department of Defense (DoD) to Participating Community organizations.   

 

You are encouraged to register your event directly with the DoD at the addresses provided below, but we also 

have a statewide points of contact for you here at our Office:  Mr. James Woodard and Mr. Eli Panee, both 

Vietnam Veterans themselves, are directing our agency’s efforts and will appreciate being made aware of any 

community events. They can be reached at our office: (844) NC4-Vets. 

 

 

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
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The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration 

Commemorative Partner Program 

The Commemorative Partner Program is designed for federal, state and local 

communities, veterans' organizations and other nongovernmental organizations to 

assist a grateful nation in thanking and honoring our Vietnam Veterans and their 

families. Commemorative Partners are encouraged to participate in the 

Commemoration of the Vietnam War by planning and conducting events and 

activities that will recognize the Vietnam Veterans and their families' service, 

valor, and sacrifice. 

Events and activities should be dignified, memorable occasions that show a 

sensitivity and appreciation for the solemnity of war and the losses suffered by many. Commemorative Partners 

should communicate how their events will achieve the Congressionally-mandated objectives of the program. 

Events or activities should meet one or more of the Congressionally-mandated objectives of the program, and as a 

minimum, with an emphasis on objective one. 

1. To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as prisoners of war 

or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to thank 

and honor the families of these veterans.  

2. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of Federal 

agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with, or in support of, the 

Armed Forces.  

3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States during the 

Vietnam War.  

4. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military research conducted 

during the Vietnam War.  

5. To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States during the Vietnam 

War.  

To become an official Commemorative Partner, organizations must submit an application and a signed Statement 

of Understanding. Applications are available at www.VietnamWar50th.com on the Commemorative Partner 

Program. The approval process is usually less than 30 days. Partners are kept informed through electronic 

notifications. Once approved as a Partner, the Commemoration will provide organizations with a starter kit of 

materials for developing and implementing their programs.  

Questions regarding the Commemorative Partner Program application process can be directed to: 

whs.vnwar50th_cpp@mail.mil 

 

 

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/
mailto:CPP_vnwar50th@osdcommemorations.mil
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HOW TO BECOME A COMMEMORATIVE PARTNER 

Thank you for your interest in becoming a Commemorative Partner with The United States of America Vietnam 

War Commemoration. To apply, organizations will fill out an application and a Statement of Understanding. 

Organizations will need to review and sign the Statement of Understanding either digitally on line, or sign and 

fax, email or mail the Statement of Understanding to the Commemoration as provided on the form. 

The Statement of Understanding contains specific information for organizations interested in becoming a 

Commemorative Partner, but in general, organizations need to know that Commemorative Partners must commit 

to conduct at least two events each year during the commemorative period of 2015 - 2017 that will recognize, 

thank and honor our Vietnam Veterans and their families. Organizations need to understand that there is no 

guarantee that military support for Commemorative Partner events will be provided. 

It is important for these events to meet at least the first of the five Congressionally-mandated objectives of the 

United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration: "To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, 

including personnel who were held as prisoners of war or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice 

on behalf of the United States and to thank and honor the families of these veterans." 

Commemorative Partners understand that if The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration 

determines that they are not able to conduct an event in a dignified, honorable and memorable way and in a 

manner consistent with the Congressionally-mandated objectives, they will not be allowed to continue their 

participation in the Commemorative Partner Program, nor will they be allowed to represent to any member of the 

public that they are in any way affiliated with the United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration's 

Commemorative Partner Program. 

The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration reserves the right to deny or remove an organization 

from the Commemorative Partner Program for any reason, including when an organization's representations 

create the appearance that the organization is part of or endorsed by the DoD, or otherwise are inconsistent with 

the Joint Ethics Regulation (DoD 5500.07-R); or activities conflict with, or violate any of the policies of, the DoD 

Community Relations Program (DoDD 5410.18 and DoDI 5410.19) or The United States of America Vietnam 

War Commemoration. DoD publications are available at http: www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/. 

Status as a Commemorative Partner does not confer any priority or guarantee for military support of 

Commemorative Partner events. Requests for military participation in non-DoD Commemorative Partner events 

will be evaluated for eligibility according to DoD community relations policies and Federal ethics regulations. 

Military Service support of and/or participation in eligible events is subject to the availability of requested assets 

and funds. Such involvement must not result in any additional expenses or costs for the U.S. Government which 

have not been previously budgeted and funded.  

 For online application forms visit our website at: 

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/commemorative_partners/online_application_forms/ 

 To download printer-friendly application forms, 

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/commemorative_partners/application_forms/ 

http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/commemorative_partners/online_application_forms/
http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/commemorative_partners/application_forms/

